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Pictured: A young summer reading participant poses with cotton candy at the 2016 Read for the Win! finale party. 

  

“The educational and entertaining events 
[made possible by Friends’ funding] provide 
kids of all ages with fun summer experiences 
and motivate the kids to read while on vacation. 
By participating in Summer Reading, the hope is 
kids will maintain or improve their reading skills 
while on break from school.” 
—Marie Town, Principal Librarian, Children’s 
Services  

“Summer Reading sure wouldn’t be as 
much fun without the Friends of the 
Library. The money provided allows for 
the fun, flashy, inviting activities that 
draw in all those sometimes hesitant teens 
and make them want to spend their 
summers in the library… it very well may 
create new lifelong library supporters!”  
— Amy Kleman, Senior Librarian, Teen Services  
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News Bulletin: Friends of the Library Board of 

Directors adds to its ranks and brings on new 

leadership 
by Suzanne Williams 

 

 Throughout 2016, there were 12 regular members on the 

Friends’ Board, and we were seeking new members to help 

share the load. After a Board recruitment drive led by Arne 

Pearson, we were fortunate to obtain five new, enthusiastic 

and talented members: Judy Clarquist, Mona Marra, Victor 

Roy, Diane Stone, and Promise Yee. These new Board 

members were sworn in at February’s Annual Meeting, and 

things are looking good.  

 Late last year, our president Paula DeBell left the Board 

for personal reasons and was replaced by Vice President 

Ashley Simpkins. During our officer elections in March, 

Ashley was re-elected and joined by a Co-President, Arne 

Pearson. However, later that month, Ashley accepted a full-

time job and could no longer attend meetings (but opted to 

continue to edit the See Gull). On April 11, Arne was elected 

President, and Chris Wilson, our longtime Website Manager, 

was elected Vice President.  

 Jay Bretney and Genevieve Wunder have won the vote of 

the Board to stay on in their executive roles as Treasurer 

and Correspondence Secretary, respectively. 

 

 

 

Did you know that Friends of the 

Library Board meetings are open 

to the public for observation? 

Meetings convene at 2 PM on the 

second Tuesday of each month 

in the Civic Center Library Com-

munity Rooms. If you want to 

know what we’re working on, 

we’ll see you there! 

The money YOU donate to the Friends of the 

Library makes a difference: Summer Reading 

Edition 
 
The Friends of the Library offers an annual programming 
budget to each department of the Library, and of those 
monies, Children’s Services uses approximately 50% of its 
annual Friends budget on Summer Reading; Teen Services 
uses approximately 40% of its Friends budget; and Adult 
Services uses 25% of its Friends budget. It is important to 
note that this money is allocated separately from City of 
Oceanside funds, and is entirely dependent on community 
contributions. Decorations, prizes, and incentives for reading 
are made possible by these funds, and these are the 
elements of summer reading that draw in library users new 
and old. The funds from the Friends also make fun and 
educational activities, workshops, and parties possible.  



2017 Summer Reading Preview! 
 
 You can get a jump on Summer Reading registration 

in early June! Visit either Library location or either 
bookmobile, or visit the Library’s website 
at oceansidepubliclibrary.org. It’s easy and free! 

 The Children and Teen Services theme for 2017 will 
be Reading By Design.  

 The Adult Services theme for 2017 will be Feline 
Doggone Good About Summer Reading.  

Factsheet: 2016 Summer Reading at Oceanside Public Library 
 
by Ashley Simpkins 
Reporting by Suzanne Williams, Monica Chapa-Domercq, Marie Town, and Amy 
Kleman 
 

 The theme for all ages in 2016 was Read For the Win.  

 1,822 children registered for Summer Reading. Approximately 21% of registered 
Summer Readers were enrolled at one of the two bookmobiles.  

 Combined, children spent more than 8,000 hours reading.  

 Children were treated to a lot of fun, participating in programs such as scavenger 
hunts, book hunts, and guessing jars, for which they could win prizes funded by 
the Friends. 

 302 teenagers registered for Read For the Win, and more than a third signed up at 
the bookmobiles.  

 Teenagers read over 800 books, and Teen Partners (teenage Library volunteers) 
donated more than 700 hours of volunteer work.  

 Teens made a “Reality vs. Fantasy” tournament bracket to vote for their favorite 
book of 2016, and the ultimate winner was Team Fantasy, specifically The Young 
Elites by Marie Lu.  

 Adults enrolled in Read For the Win were treated to incentives, such as aluminum 
water bottles, for reaching their reading goals. They were also enrolled in 
opportunity drawings for each book they completed in order to win Kindle 
eReaders and other prizes that were awarded weekly.  

 As part of the Adult Summer Reading programming, Friends’ funding enabled an 
author visit from Miracle Girl writer Andrew Roe and large artist receptions and 
community crafts at monthly ArtWalks. There was even a finale party hosted at 
Stone Brewery Garden. 

 



Membership Corner  
 

Some may say that the children’s rooms of libraries are an anachronism in a world of mobile 
screens with books on demand, but I think that while childhood has changed quite a bit, children 
have not. So here is one good reason to take your children (or yourself!) to the library today:  

Regular Library visits inevitably lead to more reading.  

Reading, as it turns out, is brain food! Research shows that reading actually aids in brain 
development, especially in a child’s first five years of life. When kids are read to, their brain cells 
are literally turned on, and existing links among brain cells are strengthened and new cell links 
are formed. 

Reading is also one of the best activities to provide the foundational language and literacy skills a 
child needs to succeed. Let’s not forget how reading aloud connects us — reader and listener — 
in a very intimate way. When we read to aloud to kids, we send them this message: You are 
important! This time is for you and me! 

And while you are at the Library be sure to purchase a gift 
membership to Friends of the Oceanside Public 
Library for your child, niece, granddaughter, or 
neighbor’s child. Starting at just $10, it’s a bargain 

for anyone. 

Best Regards, 

Blake Kern, Membership Chair 

 
Memorial, Honorarium and Gift Book Donations 

February through April 2017 
           
In Memory of Pat Cullinan 

Thank You for Being Late              Cathie and Larry Hatter 
Tools of Titans                Cathie and Larry Hatter 

In Memory of Francis and Mary Ellen Gandy 
Genealogy: Essential Research Methods         June Weers 

In Memory of Bob Hively 
7 Men and the Secret of their Greatness          Cathie and Larry Hatter 
The Soul of an Octopus              Cathie and Larry Hatter 

In Honor of K. Kathryn Kelly 
A Cast of Vultures: A Mystery             Larry and Julia Ondako 
Double Sin and Other Stories             Larry and Julia Ondako 
The Man in the Brown Suit             Larry and Julia Ondako 

In Memory of Eva Pohl 
7 Women and the Secret of their Greatness         Cathie and Larry Hatter 
Originals: How Non-Comformists Move the World       Cathie and Larry Hatter 

In Memory of Samuel E. Williamson 
Buffalo Trail: A Novel of the American West         Blake and Jerry Kern 
Duke: In His Own Words Curated from Private Archives     Blake and Jerry Kern 
Echoes of Massacre               Blake and Jerry Kern 



by Suzanne Williams 
 
 It is a pleasure to introduce you to our new president, Arne 
Pearson. She was born in 1947 in Long Branch, New Jersey. 
When she was a toddler, she, her parents, and her two older 
sisters moved to Pennsylvania. “It was a rural area,” explains 
Arne, “but there was a wonderful library in the small town of 
2,000 people where we lived. I always thought of that library as 
the ‘quiet place’ that seemed almost mystical.” 
 Arne graduated from high school in 1965, then received her 
Bachelor’s in education in 1969. “My teaching career started 
just two days after I graduated!” By then, she had 
gotten married and moved to Upstate New York, 
where she completed her Master’s degree in 1972. 
After nearly nine years of teaching, “I decided to try 
something new.” Arne had been involved with 
politics and the teachers’ union in particular, so she 
decided to give union work a try. She enjoyed it, 
holding a variety of positions with two different 
unions, and the work took her to New York City, 
Connecticut, and finally, San Francisco in the early 
80s. With her then-husband and two daughters, 
Arne eventually moved to Calabasas, then Burbank, 
returning to teaching in 1987.  
 “A big part of my classroom was my personal 
library for student use. I even had a check-out 
procedure with names on cards and pockets inside each cover just like a real library! Access to books has 
always been a big goal of mine.” Most don’t know that Arne minored in Library Science in college. For the 
greater part of her 28 years teaching in Burbank, Arne taught Kindergarten, but also taught first through 
third grades for short periods of time.  
 Arne has two beautiful daughters and three interesting, sweet, and active grandchildren. When she 
retired in June 2015, she decided to move to Oceanside. She was familiar with the area, as she had been 
visiting her daughter and family here since 1996. A very good friend from Burbank had also made Oceanside 
her home. “Of course, the weather is delightful, and who doesn’t love living near the beach? My choice was 
a perfect fit for me. I proudly call Oceanside my home!” 
 Arne’s first volunteer activity with the Friends was the Holiday Home Tour and organizing the 
Homeowners’ Reception in 2015. She had attended the fundraising tours in the past, so she wanted to pitch 
in to work on the project. In addition to her work with the Friends, Arne is also a Senior Volunteer Police 
Patrol member with the Oceanside Police Department.  
 Arne is a big fan of the Oceanside Public Library because “their programs and services cover just about 
everyone in the community - from toddlers to youth, adults, and seniors. There is something for everyone.” 
 We are excited to have you lead us, Arne.  

Spotlight On Our New President: 
Arne Pearson 

 

 



Alma’s Things Considered 
Spring Forward… The Hills are Alive.  

by Alma Sisco-Smith, Vice President 

Oceanside Public Library Board of Trustees 

The hills are alive with the fumes of blooms, and how exotic the 
fragrances!  For those of my era familiar with the Sound of Music, the 
tune The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Music might help imagine singing 
my new words to that great music. The Pittosporum (mock orange) and the 
citrus tree blossoms, along with Indian Hawthorne (Rhaphiolepsis), are 
among those permeating the air. 

This came to me in a burst as I was walking my pup a few weeks ago, 
followed by a picturesque palette of blooms emerging in my yard. Some 
plants hadn’t bloomed for two years. The magic of rain; it felt so good to 
be alive. 

Gardening has always provided enjoyment in my life. Years ago, my 
daughter would ask how, and seem constantly amazed, when I would 
refer to the Jasminoides (often called the potato vine) plant, for example, 
by its species and/or common name. She enjoyed the lovely beauty and 
fragrances but never seemed to master the names. Her ability to become 
a lawyer was not hindered by this inability however, so apparently the 
science may have been the major challenge. 

I had new hope when the first granddaughter came along and loved 
being outdoors in our yard, but could barely endure the time it took to 
water a plant or two. Oh well. Then came the second granddaughter—
who at four years old—was eager to receive her adorable little garden 
tote with miniature shovel and rake, but let me know in a short time and 
in no uncertain terms that she felt “she was doing all the 
work.” Harumph!! 

To my surprise, the first granddaughter kept me engaged just the other 
evening in explaining with enthusiasm that she had several plants she was nurturing in the yard and on the 
patio of her new apartment. Calling by name her blooming sage or salvia; the jasmine; tuberoses, etc.  Asking 
when and where she learned and became interested in gardening, she replied, “Well, from you, of course.” 
Hoorah! One never knows for sure - until when? 

When she asked when and where I learned, it was a nice walk down memory lane. Growing up in the city 
of Boston, we were fortunate to have summer programs that took interested students to farms and 
gardens. (Funding for such programs don’t seem to exist anymore.) Those visits served to pique my 
interest, so the next step was to go to the library and explore the wonder of plants and flowers, learning 
those family names, those that were annuals versus perennials, and their required care and conditions for 
growth. I still have lots of books and magazines on the subject.   

So am I pleased when the time springs forward? You bet!  





Facebook.com/OPLfriends 

FriendsofOceansidePublicLibrary@hotmail.com 

Friends of the  
Oceanside Public Library 

1971-2017  
Celebrating More Than 45 Years of 

 Community Service 

PURCHASE OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 

A Non-Profit 501(C)(3) Organization • Federal Tax ID # 23-7149765 • State Tax ID # D0632215 

Annual Membership:            Individual — $10     Booster — $50        Business or Organization — $250 
                Family — $25      Patron — $100            Benefactor — $500 
             

Donation:  I’ve enclosed an extra $____________ to help the Friends.  
 

Make check payable to:  Friends of the Oceanside Public Library.  Membership and donations are tax-deductible. 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
Name________________________________________________  Phone___________________________  Email________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
      
 

To return by mail:  Friends of the Oceanside Public Library,  330 N. Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA  92054-2824 

The See Gull Scuttlebutt: Upcoming at the Library! 
 

 Write On, Oceanside! Look for the annual festival for writers—and those 
interested in writing—to come to the Library in June, in partnership with 
Oceanside Cultural Arts Foundation (OCAF).  

 

 Author Britt Bennett, a local who wrote The Mothers, will be visiting the Civic 
Center Library on June 24 for an author visit.  

 

 Get your book sale fix at the May 20 BAM! Sale. The Friends of the Library sell 
tens of thousands of books and other media at closeout prices, and all proceeds 
go to the Oceanside Public Library. Look for the promo flyer inside this 
newsletter for more information.  

Founded in 1971 as a non-profit 
organization, the mission of the Friends 

of the Oceanside Public Library is to 
support and promote the services and 

resources of the Oceanside Public 
Library through community involvement, 
volunteer activities, and fundraising.  The 
organization maintains a membership of 

persons interested in the Library, 
sponsors special programs and cultural 
events for both children and adults, and 

works to enhance the Library’s collection 
and facilities. 
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